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Kresen Kernow learning resource: evacuation 

 

Included in the archive collections held at Kresen Kernow are these 

reminiscences from Wilmet Beckett about evacuees arriving in Lamorna during 

World War II. The original source is typed, so is relatively easy to read, although 

we have transcribed it for your convenience.  

 

This resource contains: 

1) Scans of the original source (Kresen Kernow reference AD1556/1) 

2) A transcript of the source 

3) Literacy ideas for using the source 

4) A question bank to be used orally or in a comprehension activity  

 

Did you know that Kresen Kernow also offers free visits, as well as outreach 

workshops (including one on a World War II theme?)? Contact us to find out 

more.  
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Transcript of memories of Wilmet Beckett, Lamorna, Penzance AD1556/1 

It was just after six when the last consignment of London children 

clambered out of the ‘buses that had brought them to St Buryan. 

  

They were quickly ushered into the big school room where most of their 

companions were already seated, having tea. Boys & girls of every age 

from one tiny mite of three years old, who found life a very sad affair 

till one of the school mistresses who had come from London, picked her 

up, dried her eyes and after much coaxing persuaded her to tackle a 

Cornish split and jam.  

 

The ages varied from 3 to 12 and with the exception of the three year 

old and her four year old sister, they all seemed cheerful, chatty and 

very hungry.  

 

The organisation of the West Penwith evacuation officials, under the 

direction of Mr Warren, was excellent and everything went without a 

hitch. 

 

One of the head mistresses from London said to me: ‘This is how we 

dreamed it might be but never dared hope that it would.’ 

 

Mrs Favell was welcoming the children and helpers with her never failing 

kindness and Mrs Beckett, head of transport was busy getting her fleet 

of cars to line up so that there should be no delay in getting the 

children to their new homes as soon as tea was over. 

 

I saw Mrs Lugg from Trevelloe Cot and Mrs Grenfell from St Buryan with 

many others whose faces but not names were familiar to me an all of them 

working to the one idea – to make the children feel they were welcome 

and that everyone was glad to have them here.  

 

I seized a plate of buns to act as a passport to the school room and as 

I handed it round I chatted to a few of the children.  
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What part of London had they come from? – Islington. I came from London 

too and knew Islington and the Agricultural Hall where the big dog show 

is held every year.  

 

The faces brightened at meeting some one who knew their ‘Home Town’ and 

one told me of how they had reported at their Islington school at 6.30 

that morning, so had already been 12 hours travelling.  

 

No wonder the three year old baby was crying. Too tired and weary for 

anything but tears. 

 

The children were all extremely well behaved and polite and if one boy 

was discovered to have pocketed a few bits of sugar, that lapse was 

counteracted by another who offered to help wash up and again another 

who wished to give up his ration card in return for the butter and sugar 

he had eaten.  

 

As soon as tea was over Mrs Favell cleared the room of all but the 

children and officials and serious work began.  

 

Mrs Favell’s great idea was to find the right homes for the right 

children and she, together with Mr Harvey the St Buryan school master, 

spared neither time or trouble to bring this about.  

 

And at the back of everyone’s mind was the predominant thought of what 

it must mean to most of the Mothers in Islington to have been obliged to 

part with their children to such a far off county and it seemed that it 

was up to all of us to help in whatever way we could to accustom them to 

this complete change of surroundings and way of life.  

 

In little groups of twos & threes the children were sorted out, 

registered by Mr Warren, then escorted to the waiting cars by Mrs Dakin 

and her Girl Guides and despatched to their new homes.  
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Most boys seemed to wish for life on a farm and they mostly got their 

wish. No brothers and sisters were separated and wherever possible great 

friends were billeted together also.  

 

All this took time and it was past 9 o’clock when the last car load set 

off to Lamorna, with Mrs Williams of Menwinnion, who is taking three 

children instead of two, though she is at present staffless, in order to 

save three friends from being parted.  

Everyone was very tired, children and helpers alike. But everything had 

got smoothly. We all felt that St Buryan had done its bit and would 

continue to do the best for the children committed to its care. 

 

And as I was driven back to Lamorna in the peaceful calm of a fine June 

night, the words of the head mistress from London re-echoed once more in 

my mind – ‘This is how we dreamed it might be but never dared hope that 

it would.’ 
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Evacuation memories – Literacy related ideas for in class 

 

- Pupils use hot seating to explore how it would have felt to be a child who was 

evacuated – they use information from the source to enrich their answers about what 

happened when they arrived in Cornwall and the welcome they received.  

- Pupils write a letter from the point of view of an evacuee to their parents back home 

in London about their initial experiences. They use the source to help them to include 

authentic and specific details.  

- Pupils write a diary entry in role as an evacuee. They include details of their journey, 

arrival in Cornwall and transfer to their new home.   

- Pupils write a local newspaper report about the arrival of the evacuees at St Buryan 

using details from the source and including interviews (direct and/or reported 

speech) with some of the people referred to in the source.  

- Pupils write a story with an evacuation theme using the source to help them to 

generate ideas for character, setting, atmosphere and dialogue.  
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Evacuation memories - Question Bank 

Below is a list of questions which relate to the ‘Memories of Wilmet Beckett’ source about 

evacuation in Cornwall.  

They could be used orally in class or to create a reading comprehension activity.  

 

- How old were the children?  

- Find 3 adjectives used to describe the children.  

- Were the teachers pleased with the welcome they received when they all arrived in 

Cornwall? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.  

- The writer says, ‘I seized a plate of buns to act as a passport to the school room’. 

Explain what is meant by this.  

- Find and copy a phrase which shows that the children were pleased to find out that 

the writer had also come from the same part of London that they had.  

- The 3-year-old girl is feeling sad. Explain what happened to cheer her up a little bit.  

- Why was the 3-year-old girl feeling sad?  

- Most of the children were very well behaved. Find an example of something one of 

the boys did that demonstrates this good behaviour.  

- One of the boys tries to steal some sugar. Is the writer upset by this behaviour? 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text.  

- The writer says that the ‘serious work began’ once the tea was over. What is meant 

by this?  

- Find and copy a phrase that shows that Mrs Favell and Mr Harvey worked hard to 

match the children up with a suitable home. 

- Why do you think brothers and sisters and close friends were sent together to the 

same house? 

- What sort of homes did most of the boys get sent to?  

- The writer feels that the children’s arrival went very smoothly. Give two reasons for 

this using evidence from the text.  

 


