Kresen Kernow learning resource: Great Fire of London
Among the Kresen Kernow archive collections is a letter from John Tremayne to
his father, Lewis, describing the events of the Great Fire of London. The
Tremayne family lived at Heligan (now famous for its gardens), but 19 year old
John was in London at the time of the fire.
John describes how an earlier letter to his father got lost as the post was so
disrupted.
The letter is written in English, in a typical 17th century hand, which makes it
quite difficult to read. An image of one page of the letter is provided in this
resource, along with a simple transcript. For a full transcript, please contact us.
We recommend using this resource alongside the events and activities on the
website http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/.
This resource contains:
1) Scan of a page of the original letter
(Kresen Kernow reference T/2004A)
2) Simplified transcript of the letter to use to inspire literacy activities
Did you know that Kresen Kernow offers free visits, as well as outreach
workshops? Find out more by searching online for ‘Kresen Kernow learning’.

Simplified transcript of letter from John Tremayne (T/2004/A)

London, September 22nd 1666
Dear Father,
Here is an account of the terrible fire which has destroyed most of the city. The
fire begin at about 2 o’clock on Sunday morning in a baker’s house near the
bridge. The narrow streets and strong winds made it spread really quickly. It was
so dangerous that no one dared get close to it.
On Wednesday at about 2 am it started to slow down and nearly went out but it
flared up again. Some people tried to help put the fire out by pulling down
houses and blowing houses up. Others were more worried about saving their
belonging and trying to escape. Some people were in such a hurry to get away
that rich clothing and all sorts of costly items were left lying in the street for
people to tread on.
We tried to find a coach or cart to move our possessions but they were too
expensive. What we couldn’t carry we took into the fields. I lay in a field for 2 or
3 nights to look after my things. One night, there was a big outcry so left the
fields carrying our weapons to see what was going on. Food has become very
expensive and hard to find.
The fire has caused so much damage. It is hard to believe the destruction
everywhere. In some places there are hardly any houses left. People are saying
the city will be rebuilt quickly and a model has been made showing how it will
look. Some say that within 7 years it will look better than it did before.
Your most obedient son,
John Tremayne

