
 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

1. Discover your family history…with Kresen Kernow!                   
 
Starting your family tree is the beginning of a great adventure. But it helps to start as 

you mean to go on. This first task will show you how to plan your project, build a 

family tree and get ready to record the information you will discover.  

 
Getting started…the basics 
 

• What do you know about your family history already? Write it all down. Then ask your 
family and friends what they know and, again, write down some notes. It’s good to be 
aware that information passed down to you may not be 100% accurate. We will show 
you how you can start to check the information in later tasks. 

 

• Work from known facts and move backwards in time. Start with the most recent 
information.  

 
 

 

Start your tree! 
 

• There are some free ones to download here:  
www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-198-my-family-
tree-worksheets for our younger researchers. 
There are many other downloadable family trees 
online. If you register with Family Search 
(https://www.familysearch.org/) 
you can start building a digital version. Other 
ancestry sites will also allow you to do that. 
Or, you could buy a printed one and start with 
that. You might want to start with a rough draft. 

 
 

• Start your family tree and write in dates you are sure of, like your birthday!  
Add others when you have confirmed them. 
 

There are several rules you can follow if you wish. These are the rules many family historians follow 
when adding their ancestors to their trees: 
 

Keep each generation on the same level (you are the same generation as your brothers and 
sisters, but not your parents or grandparents). 
Males on the left, females on the right. 
Put children in age order, left to right. 
Legitimate children (born within marriage) with a solid line, illegitimate with a dotted line. 
For multiple marriages record the first on the left. 
Record the details of a marriage under the bride. 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-198-my-family-tree-worksheets
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-198-my-family-tree-worksheets
https://www.familysearch.org/
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Get organised! 
 
Now you’ve planned out the basics, it’s time to get organised. Use a notepad and give each 
ancestor their own page. Or create a text or spreadsheet document on your computer to record 
this information. There are some free sheets you can download here 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-15182-my-family-book for our younger researchers. Or 
sheets like this can be easily found online, and are useful for holding more information: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/familyhistory/get_started/record_sheets.shtml.  
 
Quite often different people from the same generation can have the same name. For instance, if a 
child died, sometimes the parents gave their next child the same name. Also, it was common to give 
children the same names as their parents. To avoid confusion, give each ancestor a unique number 
reference linked to their generation. For example, you can be 1a, your father 2a, your mother 2b, 
your grandfather 3a etc. 
 
 
Siblings can be identified by another 
letter. You can come up with your own 
coding system. 
 
Make a list under each name of all the 
information you have researched for each 
individual – we will show you how to find 
more about them in the next task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore our amazing archives when we reopen.  
 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-15182-my-family-book
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/familyhistory/get_started/record_sheets.shtml

