
 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

2. Discover your local history…with Kresen Kernow! 
 
Online mapping 
 
Although many libraries and museums are currently closed, there are lots of online 
tools which can help you research your local area. Carrying out this mapping task will 
open up a world of free online maps of Cornwall to help you discover more about the 
landscape, building or area you are researching. 
 
The basics 
 
In Cornwall we are really lucky to have access to a fantastic website where we can look at historical 
and modern maps, and aerial photographs. It is Cornwall Council’s interactive mapping website, 
and it can be found here: bit.ly/hermapping. Your screen should look like this. 
 

The first thing to do is click on the 
far left icon in the second yellow 
bar which says “Search”. 
 
This brings up a window which 
allows you to enter an address, 
street, town or location. 
 

 

• To show you how it works, let’s do an example. Type in 
“Minions” and click on the OK button.  

 

• Click on the last line in the search box which says, “Minions” and is under the words “1 place 
found” (the entries above this are all addresses of houses in this area). The map will then 
zoom into the location of the village, which in on Bodmin Moor.  

 

• Now click on the third icon in the yellow bar which says “Basemap”. Here you can scroll up 
and down to look at maps and aerial photographs from different times in the past.  

 
Click on the tick box to the left of the first 
historical map (under the two aerial 
photograph icons). This is the earliest 
map, from around the 1880s. You will 
notice that the name of the village has 
changed. What else has changed? By 
clicking in the tick box, you can turn the 
old map on and off. By moving the slider, 
you can fade maps in and out.  

https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?zoomlevel=1&xcoord=162690&ycoord=64380&wsName=CIOS_historic_environment&layerName=
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• Have a play with the other maps and aerial photos, clicking and fading them. It will work 
exactly the same with the site you have chosen to research. 
 

 
 

More to explore 
 

• You can zoom in and out using the + 
and – buttons on the top left. You 
can move around the map by clicking 
and dragging. 

 

• Click on the second icon from the left 
in the yellow bar which says “Layers”. 
Click + to expand the “Buildings, Sites 
and Monuments” option. Click the 
tick box next to “Buildings, Sites and Monuments – points”. The different colours refer to 
different periods of history. 
 

Clicking this box peppers the map with coloured dots. Each dot is a site which has been recognised 
as being historically important. These are generated and updated by the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly 
Historic Environment Record team, who are based at Kresen Kernow. You can use the key in the 
left-hand box to see the approximate date of each of the sites, e.g. red dots show prehistoric sites.  
 

 

• Click off the check box which says 
“Buildings, Sites and Monuments” 
and click + to expand the bottom 
box which says “Mining”. Click the 
check boxes to see where mine 
engine houses and mine shafts are 
located. 

 

• Now try searching for your site and 
make a note of what you find! 

 
 
In the next task we will show you how to use the Heritage Gateway website to find out more about 
these historic buildings, sites and monuments. 

 
 

Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s 
history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore 
our amazing archives when we reopen.  

 


