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3. Discover your local history…with Kresen Kernow! 
 
Online mapping and the Heritage Gateway 
 
In the last task we learnt how to use online maps to discover how many historic sites 
can be found in a location, and how to use historic maps to see how places change 
over time. Finding even more information is just a few mouse clicks away! We are 
going to be looking at how we can find out more about individual sites, how buildings 
develop over time and finally any protections or listings they may have. 
 
The basics 
 
Before starting this task, make sure you have looked at Task 2. In that we looked at Cornwall’s 
Historic Environment interactive mapping website, which can be found here: bit.ly/hermapping. 
Follow the link again - your screen should look like this: 

•   The first thing to do is click on 

the far left icon in the second 
yellow bar which says “Search”. 
This brings up a window which 
allows you to enter an address, 
street, town or location. 

 

 

•   To show you how it works, 

let’s do an example. Type in 
“Pendennis Castle” and click on 
the OK button. Click on the last 
line in the search box which 
says, “Pendennis Castle” and is 
under the words “1 place found” 
(the entries above this are all 
other local addresses). The map 
will then zoom to the location of 
the castle. 

 

•   Now click on the second icon in the yellow bar which says 

“Layers”. Click + to expand the “Buildings, Sites and Monuments” 
option then tick the first option “points”. Click on the only red dot 
on the map. This will bring up a box. Interesting! We now know 
there was a Prehistoric Iron Age cliff castle here in the past.  
Next, click on the link to the Heritage Gateway to find out even 
more. Once you have done that close the window and try the other 
dots. Can you find any shipwrecks?  

https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/?zoomlevel=1&xcoord=162690&ycoord=64380&wsName=CIOS_historic_environment&layerName=
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•   There is an even better tool 

to use to explore things like large 
buildings. Click off “points” and 
click on “polygons”, then use the 
+ icon at the top left of the 
screen to zoom in. Click and drag 
the castle to the centre of your 
screen. 
 
 
 

•   This now groups things by when they were built, which really shows 

you how a site has developed over time.  Click on this blue polygon. 
Again, you have a description and a link to the Heritage Gateway. This 
is the earliest part of the main castle and it was built under the 
command of King Henry VIII. Have a click around on the other colour 
polygons to see how the castle developed into what we see today. 
 

    

•   Try clicking some of the other menus and buttons 

below. You will see the whole headland is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument. This is the highest level of 
protection a site can have. Cornwall has 1347 of 
these, more than any English county. Cornwall also                                    
has an amazing 12,552 listed buildings and they are all 
on this mapping site somewhere – how many can you 
find?  

•   Now you can use all of the above to explore the 

site you are researching. Enjoy! 
 

Further hints and tips 

 
You can go straight into the Heritage Gateway website without using the map. Go to 
www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/ and enter a place name in the search box. The website 
searches across all the similar databases in the country, which takes a while. It shows you if any 
details or reports about a site are available and gives other useful information. It also allows you to 
search for sites outside of Cornwall.  
 

 
 

Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s 
history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore 
our amazing archives when we reopen.  

 

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/

