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4. Discover your family history…with Kresen Kernow! 
 
Photographs 
 
Since photography was invented in the mid-1800s, millions of photos have been 
developed and printed. This task will introduce you to the photos held at Kresen 
Kernow, and will give you tips about them and those from your own family 
collections. 
 
The basics 
 
A printed or digitised photo from the past will show you the person or place, but can also give clues 
to the date the photo was taken. You can look at the Kresen Kernow website and compare what the 
people in your photographs are wearing to those in our photos. Have a look here: 
https://kresenkernow.org/our-collections/explore-images/.   
 

• In the search box type “photography studio”. This will bring up a whole range of posed shots 
most of which were taken in a photographer’s studio. Look at all of the different clothes and 
hairstyles as you scroll down through them. 

 

 
 

• When you see a photo in which the person’s clothes or hairstyles match the people in your 
photographs, click on the thumbnail (the small version of the photo). 
 

This will open up a 
window with a 
large photograph 
in it where you can 
study the detail. 
It will also open up 
a box on the right 
with the details we 
hold about the 
photograph and in 
most cases an 
approximate date. 
This lovely family group above was photographed around 1900.  
You can also use these icons (top right) to zoom in or out of the photograph. 

 

https://kresenkernow.org/our-collections/explore-images/
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Explore further 
 

• You could also search by your family name to see if we have any photographs of your 
ancestors.  

 
 

 
These people were members of the Hobhouse family. They lived in St Ive in east Cornwall and Emily 
was a brave human rights supporter. She is very famous in South Africa but sadly not well known 
here because she was very critical of the British government. Have you got someone famous in your 
family from Cornwall or who shares your family name? Go on, have a search! 

 

• You can also date a photograph by the photographer and also the type of photograph itself. 
There are several free sites out there like this one  https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/dating/ 
to help you. Enjoy! 

 
In the next task, we’ll show you how to explore the Kresen Kernow collections further. 
 

 
 

Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore our amazing archives when we reopen.  
 

 

https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/dating/

