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4. Discover your local history…with Kresen Kernow! 
 

Newspapers and trade directories 
 
Local newspapers are an excellent way to find out about places. Trade directories list 
town residents and businesses, and also tell you what a place was like at a certain 
time. This task will show you how to access the newspaper archives and trade 
directories using free sites on the internet. 
 
Newspapers 
 
Local newspapers have been around for longer than you might think. The Sherborne Mercury 
started in 1737 and covered news right across the Westcountry from the tip of Cornwall to 
Sherborne in Dorset. From the early 1800s Cornwall started to produce its own newspapers.  
Although currently closed, Kresen Kernow has an almost complete set of local newspapers. Details 
can be found here: kresenkernow.org/our-collections/collections-guides/newspapers/.   
 
You can discover the British Newspaper Archive at www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/. 
Usually you can access this for free at Kresen Kernow or any Cornish library, but while they are all 
closed you can still find stories to access later, or you can pay to download them. 

 
Top Tip: By using the Advanced Search feature 
you can narrow down your search. We have 
selected a Penzance paper and are searching for 
the nearby fishing village of Mousehole.  
You will notice here you can narrow down your 
options even further by searching for (or leaving 
out) key words like fishing. Why don’t you have 
a go?  
 
You can also select specific newspapers or 
publication places. Select the Royal Cornwall 

Gazette, which was a Cornwall-wide paper but is no longer published. Enter the street, town, place 
or business you are searching for in ‘Search all words’. Use the advanced search to narrow the 
results if your first one returns too many. 
 

The Times national newspaper archive is fully 
searchable between the years 1785 – 2014 and 
you have full and free access at home. Although a 
national paper, it covered local news stories from 
all over Britain and, indeed, the world.   
If your place has more than one word put them all 
in speech marks, e.g. “Levant Mine”. This will help 
narrow down the results you will have to work 
through. This search for Levant Mine has returned 
over 50 entries! To start your search, click here: 

https://go.gale.com/ps/start.do?p=TTDA&u=tru_ttda. 

https://kresenkernow.org/our-collections/collections-guides/newspapers/
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
https://go.gale.com/ps/start.do?p=TTDA&u=tru_ttda
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Trade directories 
 
Trade directories are fabulous snapshots of the past, they list businesses, as well 
as their owners and their trades, but they sometimes include addresses too. They 
also give a brief description of the town at that particular time. So, working 
through them issue by issue helps you understand how locations, businesses and 
residents have changed over time.  
 
The online search feature is not great, so it is best to open each digitised directory 
and look at the contents pages to find your nearest town. See what trades used to 
be in your town. You can also find out who ran the pub, or who the local vicar 
was. Some of the trades might seem unusual to us today. Can you spot any 
cordwainers (shoemakers), ostlers (people who cared for horses) or milliners (hat 
makers)? Are some of the trades still there?  
 
Some of Cornwall’s trade directories can be found online here: 
specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/search/searchterm/Cornwall/field/place/
mode/exact/conn/and/order/nosort. Kresen Kernow has a wider selection that are available to 
view on site.  

 
This extract is from Pigot's Directory of Cornwall, 
1830. Most directories give a brief overview of each 
town before listing those residents who have paid to 
be listed and then local businesses. Looking at them 
gives a really good impression of how a town or area 
has changed over time and also contains useful 
factual information.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore our amazing archives when we reopen.  
 

 

http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/search/searchterm/Cornwall/field/place/mode/exact/conn/and/order/nosort
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/search/searchterm/Cornwall/field/place/mode/exact/conn/and/order/nosort

