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6. Discover your local history…with Kresen Kernow!  
 

Photographs and documents 
 
Photographs can be a window into the past and we can show you how to find some 
free images of your nearest town, village or perhaps the building or site you are 
researching. We will also be looking at how documents can help you discover the 
past. This task will show you how to discover archive photographs and documents.  
 

Photographs  
 
Let’s start with the Kresen Kernow website. There are an amazing number of photographs you can 
look at for free. Start by following this link:  kresenkernow.org/our-collections/explore-images/. 
You can either enter a place name in the search box, or you can browse them by clicking the 
photographs under the Topics/Places 
headings. Type “Mevagissey” in the 
“Search our images….” box.  
Can you work out which trade is mostly 
carried out in this village? 
 
You could also try this website, which 
contains thousands of images of 
Cornwall which you can browse for free: 
http://cornishmemory.com/.  
 
Or this national website, also available for free browsing: www.francisfrith.com/. 
 
 
 

Property history 
 
If you are researching the history of a house or building, we have some guides on our website 
which can help you: kresenkernow.org/our-collections/collections-guides/property-history/. 
 
A lot of the documents suggested in the guide will be unavailable to you while Kresen Kernow is 
closed but this, and the other tasks in the series, will hopefully have given you some pointers to 
other places where historical information can be found from home.  
 
As with any research it is also worth having a look around for any paperwork or clues you may have 
at home. Paper house deeds (legal documents relating to property ownership), if they exist, have 
mostly been returned to the property owners now. The deeds may even go back to when the house 
was first built. If not, they will show you when the house changed hands and who lived in it. 
Property details from estate agents, created when a property was sold, can also be useful if you still 
have them. 
 

 

https://kresenkernow.org/our-collections/explore-images/
http://cornishmemory.com/
https://www.francisfrith.com/
https://kresenkernow.org/our-collections/collections-guides/property-history/
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Other documents 
 
You can also search the Kresen Kernow catalogues for documents related to the building, street or 
site of your interest. Perhaps your building was a school or a shop, a farm or a pub, or even a 
church or stately home. Head to kresenkernow.org/ and see what items we may have. 
 
As an example of what you might find, type “Bridge Street” (including the quotes), into the large 
search bar and click Search. You will then see a list of documents we hold that mention “Bridge 
Street” – as you scroll down the list, notice the variety of documents we hold (plans, deeds, leases, 
more plans, photographs and agreements), and the different properties on or near Bridge Street, 
New Bridge Street or Old Bridge Street, that they give information about. Click on any document to 
see more details.  
 

 
 
Although you can’t yet see images of all these documents, the details about them in the catalogue 
will often give you dates, names, locations and descriptions that may be useful for your research. 
There will also be a reference number, so you can come in and ask to see that particular document, 
or any of the other 1.5 million documents we look after, when Kresen Kernow is open. You could 
also purchase a copy of the document.  
 

• Now try searching for the building or street that you are interested in! 
 
Top Tip: If you want to search for a specific named building (for example, Poltesco Mill, the Star Inn 
or Climson Farm) put the name in “…” to narrow your search to just that name. Or, if you are not 
sure if the spelling has changed over time, use a * instead of a letter. Our Help with Searching link 
on the search page has lots of other useful hints and tips to narrow or widen your search. 
 
Hopefully this local history project has shown that you can find out a lot from home, even if you are 
unable to visit us at the moment! 

 
Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore our amazing archives when we reopen.  
 

 
 

https://kresenkernow.org/

