
 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Discover your local archaeology…with Kresen Kernow and the 
Festival of Archaeology. 
 
This year the Festival of Archaeology theme is “online and active” and we have 
devised some activities for you which are both. Once you have downloaded this 
activity sheet, get active then share your work with us via our social media channels 
(Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @kresenkernow). To find out more about the 
festival visit: https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/ and you can also use the hashtag 
#FestivalofArchaeology. 
 
 
Challenge one – Monument Watch 

Today we challenge you to find a scheduled ancient monument site and 
go out and record it. Cornwall has 1,347 of these with a further 238 on 
the Isles of Scilly so you have plenty to choose from!  
 
To help you find one use Cornwall Council’s online mapping website. 
You can find out how to do this by downloading and working through 
these activities: 
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2.-Kresen-
Kernow-Local-History-Online-Mapping.pdf 
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/3.-Kresen-
Kernow-Local-History-Heritage-Gateway.pdf 

 
Take a measuring device, sketch and note pads, pencils, map, a compass and a camera with you. 
• Firstly, draw a rough sketch plan of your chosen site. Mark north on to it and take some photos. 
• Next measure the monument (or guess if it’s dangerous to do so) and add the details to your plan. 
• Then note if anything is threatening the monument: erosion, water, vegetation etc. and add it to 
your plan also. This is important as these sites are protected by law. 
• Finally, share your plan and photos with us on social media! 
 
 

Challenge two – Cemetery Challenge 
Today we would like you to visit a graveyard and try and find out about the 
people and history of the area by reading the stones.  
 
Before setting off you may want to find out more about the stories our 
graveyards can reveal by downloading the activity sheet and watching the 
video on the Festival of Archaeology website. 
Take a measuring device, sketch and note pads, pencils, map, a compass and a 
camera with you. 

 
• There are lots of activities to do in the link above but you could also try and find the oldest and 

newest memorials in your graveyard, and the youngest and oldest people who are memorialised 

there. Have a think about the lives they may have led and what may have experienced in their long 

or short lives.  

https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2.-Kresen-Kernow-Local-History-Online-Mapping.pdf
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2.-Kresen-Kernow-Local-History-Online-Mapping.pdf
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/3.-Kresen-Kernow-Local-History-Heritage-Gateway.pdf
https://kresenkernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/3.-Kresen-Kernow-Local-History-Heritage-Gateway.pdf
https://bit.ly/31uUQmn
https://bit.ly/31uUQmn


 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Make notes and record your thoughts as you walk around.  

• Graveyards are one of the few places where yew trees abound. Can 

you find out why? Some have been found to be over 3, 000 years old!  

• Draw a plan of your graveyard and include any yew trees. Finally share 

your plan and photos with us on social media.  

 
 

Challenge three – Research and write up 
 Today we would like you to do two other things archaeologists 
do, research and writing up.  
 
Firstly, have a look back at your notes from the first two 
activities and see if you have anything that is puzzling you.        
If there is, get researching! 
 
• For example to help you find out more about someone who 

lived in the past have a look at our Family History pages: 

https://kresenkernow.org/learning/learning-from-

home/discover-your-family-history/. 

 

• Finally, archaeologists have to write up and, in many cases, 

publish their findings. If you have been uploading your work, 

findings and photos daily to our social media pages, then you 

have been doing that. If not today is the day to get this done.  

 

Maybe you would prefer to do it artistically? If so, there are some resources here that will help you:  

https://kresenkernow.org/learning/learning-from-home/creative-challenges/. 

Or maybe you would like to turn it into a story, if so this may help: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEQWFZhNKFY.  

The film is about a Cornish astronomer, but you can use the same theory to write a story about 

your Cornish archaeology experience or you as an archaeologist!  

• Finally, share your plan and photos with us. 
 

Important hints and tips 

Remember to make sure you have permission to visit your chosen sites. If they are in a public place 
or on open access land you will be fine! Please keep yourself safe, avoid sites beside roads or water 
and always let someone know where you are going and when you will be back. Take a map and 
compass and wear suitable clothes and footwear. Stay safe and have fun! 
 
 
Kresen Kernow is home to 850 years of Cornwall’s 
history. Situated on the former brewery site in 
Redruth, everyone is welcome to visit and explore 
our amazing archives. 
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