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Out of the Ordinary / Mes a’n Kemmyn Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Why is this such a special exhibition?  
There has long been the desire to display these treasured manuscripts back in Cornwall, but there hasn’t 
been a suitable gallery space. A key aspiration of the Kresen Kernow project (funded by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and Cornwall Council) was to build a gallery space capable of displaying loans from 
national institutions. We are delighted that our Treasures Gallery meets all the specific security and 
environmental requirements. The exhibition has been funded through the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
grant.  
 
 
What are the manuscripts?  
 
The four manuscripts are listed below. They are all fully digitised and available to view online at these links: 
The Cornish Ordinalia: https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/e0e7b827-9273-45a8-87ce-7e9f095dfa0c/  
Creation of the World: https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/7ef86de0-65c3-43d2-9431-322e40a0accd/  
The Life of St Meriadoc (Bewnans Meriasek): https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-
gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/beunans-meriasek/#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-
1020%2C0%2C6090%2C4247  
The Life of St Kea (Bewnans Ke): https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/early-
modern-period/beunans-ke/#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-885%2C-1%2C5849%2C4080  
 
 
Why are the manuscripts not held at Kresen Kernow?  
The manuscripts all found their way into other libraries before detailed records were kept. The Cornish 
Ordinalia (which dates from around 1400) was given to the Bodleian Library by James Button in 1615. It is 
unknown where it was for the previous two hundred years. The Creation of the World was given to the 
Bodleian Library around the same time, only a few years after it was copied by William Jordan into the 
surviving manuscript.  
 
The Life of St Meriadoc was found by W. W. E. Wynne of Peniarth, Meirionnydd in Wales, among items 
from the Hengwrt library which had been bequeathed to him in 1859. It is originally noted in the 1650s 
among the Hengwrt library (assuming it is the same manuscript). The Life of St Kea is more of a mystery: it 
was only discovered in the year 2000, among the papers of Professor J. E. Caerwyn Williams (1912-99) 
after his death. Its whereabouts for the previous five hundred years are completely unknown, although it 
may have arrived in Wales with The Life of St Meriadoc.  
 
The Bodleian Libraries at the University of Oxford and the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth have 
treasured these documents among their internationally-important collections, as well as making them 
freely available to examine (and, in the case of the Bodleian Libraries, download) at home from the links 
above.  
 
 
Why can’t we keep the manuscripts in Cornwall?  
 
It is standard practice in archives to keep documents that are part of one collection together, to show how 
they were used and arranged by the person or organisation who created or collated them. It helps 
archivists and users understand the provenance of a collection and the context in which items were kept. It 
also gives researchers confidence that a collection is complete and contains all the authentic, original 
records. To remove just one or two items and disperse a collection across lots of different archive services 
goes against this.  
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Why do I need to book tickets? 
 
The Treasures Gallery at Kresen Kernow is very small, and we are mindful of ongoing Covid-19 precautions. 
We want to ensure all our visitors enjoy their experience of the exhibition so have introduced booking for 
this exhibition.  
 
 
Why is the exhibition only on for three months? 
 
It is best practice to only display archive material for about three months. This is to prevent it getting 
damaged by light, changing temperatures and from the strain put on the spine of a book by being 
constantly open.  
 
 

Will you be hosting more exhibitions featuring loans? 
 
Our Treasures Gallery has very specific security, lighting and environmental conditions, suitable for hosting 
loans from national and international organisations. Negotiating and applying for loans like this requires a 
huge amount of resources, so we can’t do loans like this very often, but we are delighted that we have a 
suitable space.  
 
 

What else are you planning in the Treasures Gallery? 
 
Later in the year we are due to welcome back two more loans from another national institution. Keep an 
eye on our What’s On page and social media for further information.  
 
 


